Fife Licensing Forum

® ¥,V
Committee Room 2, Floor 5, Fife House, North Street, F]f.e
Glenrothes / Blended Meeting COUNCIL

Thursday, 11 April 2024 - 2.00 p.m.

AGENDA
Page Nos.

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2 CONVENERS ANNUAL REPORT - Report by the Convener 3-4
3. APPOINTMENT OF CONVENER
4. REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS — The Forum is asked to note that

Catherine Chudleigh, NHS Fife, is on maternity leave from February 2024 and

that Dr Esther Curnock, Consultant in Public Health would cover meetings of

the Forum until Catherine returns to work.
5. MINUTE — Minute of the meeting of Fife Licensing Forum of 23 November 5-8

2023
6. POLICE REPORT — Report by Licensing Sergeant, Police Scotland 9
7. LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICERS UPDATE — Verbal update
8. UPDATES FROM FIFE LICENSING BOARD — Minutes of meetings of Fife 10-34

Licensing Board of 4 December 2023 and 5 February 2024

9. MEETING DATES FOR 2024 - The following dates are proposed for
meetings of the Forum in 2024, to be held on a Thursday at 2pm:-

2 May — Joint meeting with Fife Licensing Forum and Fife Licensing Board
5 September
21 November

10. ALCOHOL FOCUS SCOTLAND - EFOCUS NEWSLETTERS — newsletters
to be accessed via website:

Link to Alcohol Focus Website: Working To Reduce Alcohol Harm | Alcohol
Focus Scotland (alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk)

11. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

Lindsay Thomson
Head of Legal and Democratic Services
Finance and Corporate Services

Fife House
North Street
Glenrothes
Fife, KY7 5LT


https://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/
https://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/

4 April, 2024

If telephoning, please ask for:
Wendy MacGregor, Committee Officer, Fife House 06 ( Main Building )
Telephone: 03451 555555, ext. 442178; email: Wendy.MacGregor@fife.gov.uk

Agendas and papers for all Committee meetings can be accessed on
www.fife.gov.uk/committees


mailto:Wendy.MacGregor@fife.gov.uk

Fife Licensing Forum
11 April 2024
Agenda Item No. 2

Fife Licensing Forum — Convener’s Annual Report 2023-24

The forum has failed to hold the required number of meetings this year. This has
continued a trend over the last couple of years and it comes down to the lack of a
quorum. Despite the issues related to a lack of quorum the forum decided to
increase membership in the hope that new entrants would be more committed and
relied upon to attend meetings. In the Fife licensing board annual functions report
2022/2023 it was noted that the forum ‘has not made any recommendations or given
advice to the Board that has not been considered by the Board, during the period
being considered by this report.’

It is with regret that we should note the passing of John Barclay. John was one of the
founding members of the forum and he could always be relied upon to attend and
contribute opinions. He was the first chair of the forum and he would be the chair
again as recently as 2022. John was driven by hospitality and created welcoming
environments both at East Fife Football club, The Fife Licensing Forum and the
License Trade Association. On a personal level, John was very supportive and
thoughtful when sharing advice on how to chair the meetings and the purpose of the
forum. We wish his friends and family the greatest sympathy in this challenging time.

The number of challenges encountered by the license trade over the last 12 months
has been numerous and the list below is not an exhaustive but a best attempt at the
key issues,

- Increase in business rates in the Fife area through the re-evaluation in 1/4/23.
In conjunction with this the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS) has
dropped from £15k to £12k reducing the amount that could be claimed.

- The continued high cost of energy while the government downscaled the
support available in September 2023. As recently as January 2024 the
Federation of small businesses identified a ‘12-fold increase in standing
charges’

- The increase in duty for alcohol resulting in a higher cost of alcohol

- The Scottish Government white paper proposal for the restriction of alcohol
advertising

- The fall out from the failure of the Deposit Return Scheme

- The Cost of living crisis has put continued pressure on the public spending

- The UK entering recession at the end of 2023 again place further reduction in
consumer spending

- The highest interests rates for 16 years, increasing the cost of borrowing for
businesses

In conjunction with this the forum must acknowledge the increase in alcohol related
deaths in Fife have increased continually since 2020. Further to this, you would be
4.8 times more likely to die of alcohol related death in a deprived area.


https://www.fsb.org.uk/resources-page/small-firms-call-out-energy-suppliers-for-soaring-stealth-standing-charges.html
https://www.fsb.org.uk/resources-page/small-firms-call-out-energy-suppliers-for-soaring-stealth-standing-charges.html

The rate of alcohol-related hospital admissions fell in 2022/23 compared to 2021/22
in Fife and Scotland but rates in Fife remained higher than the national rate which
has been the situation since 2018/19. Again, within Fife’s most deprived areas you
would 5.4 times more likely to be admitted to hospital with an alcohol related
admission compared to a less deprived area.

In regard to the licensed premises the figures for the year to 31 March 2024 will be
published by the end of June so they will not appear in this report. However, we can
use data from 2022/2023 report but the operation of licensed premises was still
partially restricted in this period due to Covid-19 restrictions in place throughout
some of the reporting period.

There was a decrease in personal license holders believed to be due to an increase
in licenses being revoked under the 2005 Act due to not undertaking and submitting
evidence of refresher training that despite the Covid 19 extension. There was a
decrease of 3 licensed premises.

Going forward the trade will need to face the challenges with the minimum unit price
increase which disproportionately impacts on trade premises, potential duty
increases on alcohol, a growing trend of lower alcohol consumption, potential
restrictions in alcohol advertising while attempting to reducing the continued growth
trend in alcohol deaths and the alarming role of deprivation in exacerbating alcohol
related concerns.

Gregor Hannah

Convener, Fife Licensing Forum 2023
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THE FIFE COUNCIL - FIFE LICENSING FORUM - BLENDED MEETING

Committee Room 2, Floor 5, Fife House, Glenrothes

23 November 2023 2.00 pm =3.10 pm

PRESENT: Gregor Hannah (Convener), John Barclay, Clare Campbell,

Catherine Chudleigh, Izzy Corbin, Gillian Dewar, Jeff Ellis,
Douglas Hardaker, Neil Ewing, Paul Smith and Jo Worrall.

ATTENDING: Rebecca Shovlin, Policy Officer, Health and Social Care;

Nicky Corletto, Licensing Standards Officer; Kirsty Wilson, Solicitor
and Wendy MacGregor, Committee Officer, Legal and Democratic

Services.
ALSO Chris Clarke, St Andrews Student Association, Morag Douglas,
ATTENDING: Licence holder, Helen Hutton, FAAS and Peter Reid, Scottish

Government.

APOLOGIES FOR Councillors Tom Adams.
ABSENCE:

12.

13.

14.

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Convener, Gregor Hannah, welcomed everyone to the meeting, noted
apologies and acknowledged the recent retirement of Elizabeth Mair, Committee
Officer, Fife Council. On behalf of the Forum, the Convener thanked Elizabeth for
her valued support to the members of the Forum.

MINUTE
The Forum:-

(@) considered the minutes of the meeting of the Fife Licensing Forum on 24
August 2023 and 18 September 2023; and

(b) noted that the minutes from the meeting of the Fife Licensing Forum on 25
May 2023, had not been approved and agreed to also consider those
minutes.

Decision

The Forum agreed to approve the minutes of the meetings on 25 May, 24 August
and 18 September 2023.

APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services
seeking agreement to appoint new members to the Forum, following agreement
at the meeting of Fife Council on 22 June 2023, to increase the membership from
15 to 18 members.



15.

16.

17.

2023 FLF 5

The Forum has a current membership of 12 members and 6 vacancies. Five
persons had expressed an interest in joining the Forum, the report provided a
brief outline of their interests and relevant experience.

Decision

The Forum agreed to appoint 5 new members:- Susanna Galea-Singer, Addiction
Services NHS Fife; Peter Reid, Fife resident; Morag Douglas - Licence Holder;
James Torrance - Licence Holder; and Helen Hutton, FASS, Health and Social
Care Partnership.

CHIEF CONSTABLE'S ANNUAL REPORT 1 APRIL 2022 - 31 MARCH 2023

The Forum considered the Chief Constable's Annual Licensing Report for the
period 2022/23.

Decision
The Forum noted the contents of the report.
POLICE REPORT

Neil Ewing, Licensing Sergeant Police Scotland, provided an update on the work
of the Police since the last meeting. He advised that joint visits had been carried
out with the licensing standards officers to premises where issues had been
highlighted and provided advice as required. Positive engagement continued with
licensed premises, with Police supporting both Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy Pub
Watch Schemes, in preparation for the busy festive period during December.

Decision
The Forum noted the update.
LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICERS UPDATE

Douglas Hardaker advised that recruitment was underway for a new Licensing
Standards Officer following a resignation from the current officer. The team had
been carrying out visits to small shops over the past couple of months and noted
a rise in the number of shops that had introduced operating plans in their
premises.

Decision
The Forum:-
(1) noted the update;

(2) raised concerns that delivery drivers had either no training or inadequate
training when supplying or selling alcohol which could result in individuals
under 18 years of age accepting orders of alcohol; and

(3) following a discussion, agreed the Chair of the Forum would contact the Fife
Licensing Board and Scottish Ministers to highlight the concerns raised by
the Forum for the requirement of training for delivery drivers when
supplying/selling alcohol.



18.

19.

20.

21.
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PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE

The Forum considered a report by Catherine Chudleigh, Public Health
Consultant, NHS Fife, providing an update on the following:-

o impact of overprovision in Fife through detailed analysis of the provision and
harms associated with Alcohol in Fife, several areas had been identified
where alcohol provision and harms were high, recommendations had been
submitted to the Licensing Board but not upheld;

o detailed response was submitted to the Alcohol Licensing Statement
consultation, identifying opportunities for strengthening the statement in
relation to the public health objective; consideration on work to reduce
harms associated with alcohol in communities with the affected by the
highest rates of alcohol related harm in Fife;

o a summary report on Substance Use in Fife;

o Fife ADP Stakeholder engagement event; and

o completion of a detailed review of alcohol specific deaths, a report would be
brought to the Forum in due course for discussion.

Decision
The Forum noted the updates.
UPDATES FROM FIFE LICENSING BOARD

The Forum considered the Lists of Decisions from the Fife Licensing Board
meetings on 21 August and 2 October 2023.

Decision

The Forum noted the Lists of Decisions from the Fife Licensing Board meetings
on 21 August and 2 October 2023.

MEETING DATES FOR 2024

The members of the Forum discussed future meetings of the Forum in 2024,
including whether the day and time of future meetings should be altered, to assist
in securing a quorum to allow business to be transacted.

Decision
The Forum:-
(1) agreed to continue to hold meetings on a Thursday at 2pm; and

(2) noted that the Committee Officer would circulate dates for meetings in 2024
to all members of the Forum.

ALCOHOL FOCUS SCOTLAND - EFOCUS NEWSLETTERS

The Forum noted that eFocus newsletters could be accessed directly through the
Alcohol Focus Scotland Website, a link to the newsletters was also provided for
members use.



22.
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ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

Following a discussion on Minimum Unit Pricing, it was suggested MUP could be
an increased which would aid in the decrease of alcohol consumption, concerns
were raised that there would be risk that users would find other means of
substance abuse as a substitute.



Fife Licensing Forum
11 April 2024
Agenda Iltem No. 6

POLICE SCOTLAND UPDATE

One retail premises has been reported for a review of their liquor licence due to
selling to someone under 18. Issues with groups of youths, many fuelled by alcohol.

Campaign will be running again to target proxy sales and local officers being
deployed to hot spot areas. Regular visits to premises are carried out, whereby
issues are highlighted. Several visits were carried out as a joint visit along with
Licensing Standards Officers.

Kirkcaldy Annual Links Market will take place from 17 April 2024. Many issues are
caused with youths congregating, buying alcohol and anti-social behaviour. Local
officers will be deployed throughout the market in and around the bus station, High
Street and Links Street in Kirkcaldy. Visits will be made to local shops and pubs prior
to the event to highlight the issues and repercussions with selling alcohol to persons
under 18.

Moving ahead joint meetings are currently taking place with Police Scotland, Fife
Council, R&A in preparation for the Woman’s Open Golf in St Andrews.

Initial meetings have also taken place with local officers regarding a large Fan Zone
at East End Park, Dunfermline for the Euro Championships this summer.

Neil Ewing
Licensing Sergeant
Police Scotland
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