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Fife Licensing Board
	General Extension of Licensed Hours – FIFA World Cup 2026

	Report by: Lindsay Thomson, Clerk to Fife Licensing Board

	Wards Affected: N/A


Purpose
The purpose of this report is to invite the Board to consider whether or not to extend licensing hours for the FIFA World Cup.
Recommendation(s)
The Board is asked to consider whether or not to make a determination in terms of section 67 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 in the following terms or other such terms as the Board may determine:
During the period 11th June, 2026 to 19th July, 2026, those On-Sales premises in Fife whose premises licence indicate that they have opted to benefit from seasonal variations and have permission to show televised sport would automatically be entitled to open as follows:-
(a) Premises would be granted an extension to licensed hours on days where the Scotland National Team are playing until 30 minutes after the Scotland match ends.  
(b) Premises would be granted an extension to licensed hours on all matchdays for the purpose of televising matches until 1am the following morning or 30 minutes after the end of any match kicking off at 11pm, whichever is the later. 
(c) There is no obligation on any automatically entitled premises to take advantage of these extended hours.  If premises wish to take advantage of the automatic extension, notification to the Clerk of Fife Licensing Board should be made to liquor.admin@fife.gov.uk.

(d) All premises taking advantage of the extended hours permitted by this determination must comply with the conditions of their premises licence and in accordance with their operating plan for the premises. 
(e) Any extensions sought out with those permitted by the determination or sought by premises not covered by the seasonal variation would require to be applied for by way of a Section 68 Application for Extended Hours and such applications would be determined individually on their merits.
Resource Implications
There will be no financial implications to the Council or Board arising from this report.  In the event that a determination is made, there will be no cost to the premises licence holders for exercising the right to use the extended hours.
Legal and Risk Implications

The determination is made in terms of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005.  Any determination is made at the discretion of the Board.
Before the Board decides whether or not to make a determination, the Board should have regard to the five licensing objectives and the impact the granting of any extension of licensed hours would have on the licensing objectives.
The five licensing objectives are:-

Preventing Crime and Disorder,

Securing Public Safety,

Preventing Public Nuisance,

Protecting and Improving Public Health, and

Protecting children and Young Persons from Harm. 

Policy & Impact Assessment
The Board has a discretion to grant general extensions of hours in accordance with section 67 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 and has a policy to consult prior to making any such general extension.  In the whole of the Fife area, there are 659 on sales premises of which 475 have both authorisation to show televised sport and have opted to be allowed to exercise any seasonal variation granted by the Board.  This mean that should the Board decide to grant a general extension for the whole of the Fife area, there are potentially a maximum of 475 premises that could operate the later hours granted by the Board. 
Consultation

Fife Licensing Forum, Fife Licensing Standards Officers, the Licensing Sergeant of Police Scotland Fife Division and NHS Fife have been consulted on the terms of the proposal.  The terms of the proposal were also posted on the Fife Licensing Board webpage of Fife Council.  Responses to the consultation are included as appendices to this report.
1.0
Background
1.1
The purpose of this report is to invite the Board to consider whether or not to grant a general extension of hours for the FIFA World Cup 2026.  A general extension of hours has previously been granted by the Board annually during the Christmas and New Year festive period and for the King’s Coronation in May 2023.  All of the previous general extensions granted by the Board did not extend beyond 1am.  The extension to 1am during the festive period has worked well in the past and is now included within the Fife Licensing Board Statement of Licensing Policy as an automatic extension to hours for the festive period.
1.2
The Scottish Government published temporary supplementary guidance titled ‘Section 142 Guidance for Licensing Boards – Licensing Board powers to determine a general extension of hours – FIFA World Cup 2026’.  Section 142 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 requires Boards to have regard to the statutory guidance published in terms of the Act.  


1.3
Section 67(1) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 empowers the Board if it considers it appropriate to do so in connection with a special event of local or national significance to make a determination to extend licensed hours.
1.4
The FIFA World Cup 2026 statutory guidance states ‘Scotland qualifying for the World Cup clearly represents an event with national significance’ and therefore, the Scottish Government encourages Licensing Boards to find that the Scotland National Team qualifying for the FIFA World Cup is an event of national significance and encourages Licensing Boards to consider use of the powers in section 67 of the 2005 Act as a matter of course.


1.4
The decision to extend licensed hours may apply to:


(a)
the whole of Fife or to specified parts of Fife;


(b)
licensed hours generally or only to specific descriptions of licensed hours; and

(c)
all licensed premises in the Board’s area or only to specific descriptions of such premises.
1.5
The decision to extend hours can be for such a period as the Board may determine.
1.6
If the Board decides to extend hours it is required to:

(1)
give notice of the decision to the Chief Constable and to the holders of premises licenses to which the decision applies; and 

(2)
publish the decision in such a manner as the Board thinks fit.
1.7
A general extension of licensed hours extends the licensed hours stated in the Operating Plan of the premises licence.

2.0
Issues and Options
2.1
Should the Board agree that the men’s Scotland National Team qualifying for the FIFA World Cup 2026 is an event of national significance, the Board may make a determination to extend the licensed hours of on sales premises.    
2.2
Should the Board agree to make a determination and thereafter, agree the suggested duration of the extension as set out in the recommendations above, this will reflect similarly to those previously granted during festive period extensions, albeit slightly longer and at a different time of year.
2.3
Should the Board agree the suggested extended hours covered by the proposed determination set out in the recommendations above, it will note these hours are later than those granted as a result of previous Section 67(1) determinations.  However, the Board will note that this is due to the location and timings of some of the FIFA World Cup matches being played that will be televised live during the late evening and early morning in the Fife Licensing Board area.  A copy of the match schedule for all FIFA World Cup games is attached for aiding consideration of this matter.
2.4
The determination as currently proposed requires that any premises seeking to operate beyond 1am or beyond 30 minutes after full time for all matches kicking off at 11pm (whichever is the later) but excluding Scotland games, will require to make an application to the Board and such applications will be considered on their individual merits.  For Scotland games, any premises wishing to operate beyond 30 minutes after full time will require to make an application for extended hours which will be considered on its individual merits. 
2.5
The Board can consider whether the suggested hours are appropriate.
2.6
The Board can consider whether the suggested duration is appropriate.

3.0
Conclusions


The Board is invited to finalise its decision on whether or not to grant an extension of hours for the forthcoming FIFA World Cup 2026.  If the Board decides to grant an extension of hours, it is invited to agree the proposed terms as set out in this report, in whole or in part, or agree an alternative option.
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