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1 Garden Design Concept 
The design concept is based on the seed pod and the organic and natural geometry found 
around us. 
 
This geometry is connected and forms relationships with other elements to create a 
complete, balanced and harmonious design. 
 
Within the design there is a reference and purpose for this garden creation. To 
acknowledge the pain, loss and suffering associated with the Baby Ashes and to provide a 
place of peace and rest that will bring some comfort. 
 
The geometry and forms will be soft and natural, flowing and swaying, as if like music 
creates tension and release. 
 
The concept design is intended to be stretched into any location, with the design 
philosophy being a constant. (See Appendix A) 
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2 Garden Form 
The key design element is to create and deliver quiet sensitive spaces where personal 
places can be found. There is a hierarchy of space, a series of entrance plazas that lead to 
a central area. 

These areas will show smooth stone boulder seating set so individual quiet areas can be 
found, memorialisation can be through a large specimen tree, railing with padlocks or a 
sculpture element. The sculpture element can be set at the entrance spaces. This will 
require sensitive consultation. 

The spaces are flanked by swathes of ground cover planting with spring bulbs, each space 
can reflect a season. Beyond the planting are shaped and sculpted mounds to remove the 
need for expensive walls, allowing all resources to be responsibly spent on materials that 
best serve the function of the garden.(See Appendix B) 
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3 Artist & Art Work 
We have worked with Lorena Weepers a Duncan of Jordanson College of Art Honours 
degree student in Art & Design. Our commission with the University of Dundee, was to 
prepare the working drawings to implement Lorena’s design. Lorena’s project was entiltled 
‘Good Grief’. The project explored the nature of grief: 

Good Grief encourages people to acknowledge grief by providing them with a way to 
visualise it. 

This is done through ritual and memorialisation, both of which pause to acknowledge 
feelings outside of your normal routine. I have designed a ritual based around an interactive 
memorial, the narrative of which lets the user engage with their grief mentally and 
physically, allowing them to feel safe to express their emotions. Based in the Dundee 
University Botanical Gardens, the memorial consists of stones made of cast glass, acting 
as a metaphor for the link between life and death becoming less of a divide and more a 
bond that needs to be continued. The permanence of the stones is juxtaposed with the 
papers that people write their expressions of grief on, symbolising the transience of life we 
experience when losing someone whilst maintaining emotion within the stones as we do 
with memories of those we have lost. (Appendix C) 

TLC Environmental and Lorena Weepers in conjunction have formed a good working 
relationship, both in a closer undersatnding of grief and the practicalities of delivering a 
sculpture element and the team required to deliver. 
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4 Cost Plan 
Not possible at this stage other thank factoring in the proposed budget to the Stage 1 
design. 
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5 Implementation 

An Implementation programme at this stage is not possible until all the design elements 
have been agreed and costed. 
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7 Construction 

The Consultant does not faciliate the provision of contractors and sub contractors. This 
would be subject to the tender process in line with Fife Council procurement methods. 

A time frame cannot be determined until all design elements are agreed and costed. 

 

Chartered Landscape Architect 

 

 

Keith Vernon MLA DMS DHE CertArbRFS ISAMembProf FCIHort FArborA CHort CEnv CMLI 
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Appendix A 
310-TLC-EX-00-DR(L)94-1002-S2 – Geometry 
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Philosophy:

The design concept is based on the seed pod
and the organic and natural geometry found
around us.

This geometry is connected and forms
relationships with other elements to create a
complete, balanced and harmonious design.

Within the design there is a reference and
purpose for this garden creation. To
acknowledge the pain, loss and suffering
associated with the Baby Ashes and to
provide a place of peace and rest that will
bring some comfort.

The geometry and forms will be soft and
natural, flowing and swaying, as if like music
creates tension and release.

The concept design is intended to be
stretched into any location, with the design
philosophy being a constant.
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Appendix B 
310-TLC-EX-00-DR(L)94-1003-S2 – Stage 1 
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C
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B

B

Concepts:

The key design element is to create and
deliver quiet sensitive spaces where personal
places can be found. There is a hierarchy of
space, a series of entrance plazas that lead
to a central area.

These areas will show smooth stone boulder
seating set so individual quiet areas can be
found, memorialisation can be through a large
specimen tree, railing with padlocks or a
sculpture element. The sculpture element can
be set at the entrance spaces. This will
require sensitive consultation.

The spaces are flanked by swathes of ground
cover planting with spring bulbs, each space
can reflect a season. Beyond the planting are
shaped and sculpted mounds to remove the
need for expensive walls, allowing all
resources to be responsibly spent on
materials that best serve the function of the
garden.

Section AA Section BB Section CC
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Appendix C 
Good Grief Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORENA WEEPERS
150007307
GREAT IMAGES
GOOD GRIEF
HONOURS PROJECT



Good Grief encourages people to acknowledge grief 
by providing them with a way to visualise it. 
This is done through ritual and memorialisation, 
both of which pause to acknowledge feelings 
outside of your normal routine. I have designed 
a ritual based around an interactive memorial, 
the narrative of which lets the user engage with 
their grief mentally and physically, allowing them 
to feel safe to express their emotions. Based 
in the Dundee University Botanical Gardens, the 
memorial consists of stones made of cast glass, 
acting as a metaphor for the link between life and 
death becoming less of a divide and more a bond 
that needs to be continued. The permanence of the 
stones is juxtaposed with the papers that people 
write their expressions of grief on, symbolising 
the transience of life we experience when losing 
someone whilst maintaining emotion within the 
stones as we do with memories of those we have 
lost. 

Coming off the garden path in the north east corner 
of the Botanical gardens, four private spaces 
nestle into the site, each defined by a border 
of cast glass stones, welcoming you into the 
installation to discover a tranquil writing area 
within. People express their thoughts of their 
loved ones on the paper provided in the privacy 
of the writing space. Rolling the piece of paper 
once they have finished writing, they choose a 
stone to place their note into, before depositing 
it through the hole in the centre. In response, 
the chosen stone with the note deposited within 
will then light up, diffusing light throughout 
its cast glass facades, symbolising the user has 
charged the stone with emotion and can acknowledge 
that they are part of a larger community as they 
see their note fall amongst the others within the 
stone.
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Appendix D 
TLC Good Grief Garden development 
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Q26_Core reinforcement - laid
onto 150mm deep Amsterdam
tree sand - in-filled with same
sand and seeded

Q26_Core reinforcement laid
onto 250mm deep type 1
Hardcore - fill with gravel - TBA

D20_Excavating & Filling -
sculpt burms and bankings to
even rises and falls to meet
new contours

Q10_Kerbs & Edgings -
Concrete edging 900 x 150 x 50
laid to match geometry as
shown

Q30_Seeding - sow grass seed
as instructed to the levels as
shown to meet inclusive access
requirements

Q31_External planting - Trees
planted to created shaded
glade with views below to
bright areas beyond

redefine edges to grass
to blend with new design

Relocate SiMBA tree to
match geometry and make
connection

Install 'Pods' to cut and
fill levels to create a level
platform; create burms to
suit and blend into existing
rises and falls

1:15 DDA inclusive access
ramps

Q26_DDA access ramps 1:15

DDA assisted ramps (out
with achievable advised
gradients)

A

indicative section - see
232_TLC_600(GA)DR(L)02_S5

Donated trees to form
shaded glade with views
underneath to upper sunlit
Pods

Trees planted 3m from
Pod edge

Existing levels

Proposed levels

Planted burms to connect
to even rises and falls
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Concrete foundation see drawing
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