Education & Children's Services Sub-Committee

o
Due to Scottish Government guidance relating to COVID-19, this FIfe
meeting will be held remotely. COUNCIIL

Tuesday, 16th March, 2021 - 10.00 a.m.

AGENDA

The following report is circulated with reference to the main agenda previously issued:-

Page Nos.

11. ANNUAL UPLIFT IN PAYMENTS TO FOSTER CARERS FOR FINANCIAL 186 - 188
YEAR 2021/22 — Report by the Executive Director, Education & Children’s
Services.

Members are reminded that should they have queries on the detail of a report they
should, where possible, contact the report authors in advance of the meeting to seek
clarification.

Morag Ferguson
Head of Legal and Democratic Services
Finance and Corporate Services

Fife House
North Street
Glenrothes
Fife, KY7 5LT

10th March, 2021

If telephoning, please ask for:

Diane Barnet, Committee Officer, Fife House

Telephone: 03451 555555, ext. 442334; email: Diane.Barnet@fife.gov.uk

Agendas and papers for all Committee meetings can be accessed on
www.fife.gov.uk/committees
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Agenda Item No. 11

Annual Uplift in Payments to Foster Carers for
Financial Year 2021/22

Report by: Carrie Lindsay, Executive Director, Education & Children’s Services

Wards Affected: All

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide the Council with information on the
proposed uplift in payments to Foster Carers and Supported Lodging Carers.

Recommendation(s)

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee approve:

a) The application of 2.5% increase in the maintenance payments made for
children in a foster care and supported lodging setting; and

b) The application of an uplift of 2.5% in the fees paid to Foster Carers including
Supported Lodging Carers .

Resource Implications

The funding for this increase is included within the current budget.

Legal and Risk Implications

None.

Impact Assessment

There is no requirement for an impact assessment in respect of this report as no
change or revision to existing policies and practices is proposed.

Consultation

None.
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1.0

Background
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

2.0

Social Work Children and Families Service supports Foster Carers who care for
looked after children via a weekly fee and a maintenance payment. Foster Carers
provide an essential service for Fife's looked after children and young people

in their family home and this also includes Supported Lodging Carers.

Fostering is a way of providing a family life for children and young people who are
unable to live with their parents. This can be due to a variety of reasons from
parental illness to abuse and neglect. Foster care gives children a secure, safe and
stable environment where they can grow in confidence. It is different from adoption
in that the child’s family maintain parental rights and responsibilities, which can be
shared with the Council.

Carers provide different types of fostering from providing a home for a few days,
months or even years. Many children and young people will return to their families,
but others may need help for longer either through continued fostering, adoption or
being helped to live independently. Foster care provides children, who will be
experiencing loss, and may have been exposed to harm or have a range of
complex care and support needs a secure, safe and stable home. Efforts are made
to ensure children have the opportunity in foster care to live with their sisters and
brothers wherever possible.

The fees and maintenance payments to Foster Carers are normally reviewed at this
point in the financial year; following approval of the Revenue Budget, and
recommendations brought forward. Increases to Fees are normally similar to the
level of pay award for council staff and Increases to Maintenance are subject to any
budget inflationary increases.

Kinship Carers of Looked After Children and Non-Looked After children with a
Residence Order or equivalent who are in receipt of an allowance will also benefit
from this decision as the basis for the payment of Kinship Allowance and Non-
Looked After Kinship Allowance is the Fostering Maintenance Allowance.

Conclusion

2.1

In order to support Foster Carers, it is recommended that in recognition of rising
household costs, the fee payments made to Foster Carers and Supported Lodging
Carers in respect of children in a foster care setting are increased by 2.5% for 2021-
2022 and Maintenance will be increased in 2021-22 by 2.5%.

Appendices

None

Background Papers

None

Report Contact/
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Report Contact

Kathy Henwood

Head of Education & Children’s Services (Enhancing Opportunities for the Vulnerable)
Education & Children’s Services

Rothesay House, Glenrothes

Telephone: 03451 55 55 55, Ext 441189

E-mail: kathy.henwood@fife.gov.uk
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